Bacteremia caused by the Bacteroides fragilis group in patients with hematologic diseases.
During a 22-year period, 13 patients with hematologic diseases developed bacteremia caused by the Bacteroides fragilis group, with a frequency which remained almost unchanged. Nine patients (69%) had polymicrobial infections. Acute leukemia was the most common underlying disease. The lower intestinal tract (necrotizing enterocolitis and anorectal abscesses) was the most common source of infection. Prior antibiotic therapy was the most frequent host condition before bacteremia, followed by cancer chemotherapy, neutropenia, thrombocytopenia and hypoproteinemia. Septic shock occurred only in seven patients with polymicrobial infections. Six patients, including five with shock, died within a week of onset, while the other seven survived for at least three weeks. Despite its clinical similarity to aerobic gram-negative infection, bacteremia due to the B. fragilis group may well, therefore, be suspected particularly when neutropenic patients who present with lower intestinal symptomatology develop a persistent fever unresponsive to the initial empiric antibiotic therapy.